THE   PLATEAU

other extreme and warped their sledge with too
tight strapping. After supper Scott went into
the other tent and told them plainly that they
must wrestle with the trouble and put it
right.

December 2gth and 30th were both tiring
days as the surface had deteriorated. The
drift-snow carried by the eternal southerly
wind had accumulated in patches wrhich made
the going heavy. Their distances dropped
to 14 and 13 miles respectively. On the zgth
Scott wrote : ; The satisfactory thing is that
the second party now keeps up3 as the faults
have been discovered . . .3 but the following
day it lagged behind again and camped three-
quarters of an hour after the others. There
is no doubt that this team was tiring rapidly.
Lieutenant Evans and Lashly had already
been in harness for nearly 700 miles and the
strain was beginning to tell. That night
Scott wrote : c We have caught up Shackleton's
dates. Everything would be cheerful if I could
persuade myself that the second party were
quite fit to go forward.5 While Evans's entry
was : c. . . too tired to write up diaries

even.5

Before starting out on December 3ist Scott
told the second team to leave its skis and some
other equipment, weighing in all about 100 Ib.
This was equivalent to saying that he intended
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